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I wanted to find a way to more quickly change the zoom factor than using the menus: Options | Preferences |Zoom Factor ... too many clicks. On certain models I find that sometimes I want a small zoom factor, like 1.1 for close-up work, but prefer a larger factor, like 2.0, for getting around more quickly. 

So I came up with this plugin tool that allows quickly changing zoom factor while drawing. Place the attached DLL in the Draggers folder under the TurboCAD Program folder. If all goes well, the next time you start TurboCAD you should see a new button on the end of the Standard toolbar, and a new item "Zoom Factor" at the bottom of the Options menu. I have assigned the keyboard combination "Shift+Z" on my system to bring the tool up quickly. 

The first time you run the tool, you will see a bar of five buttons which all read "2.0". To set the buttons up with the zoom factors you want, double click on the word "Config." at the bottom of the bar, and enter the zoom factors you want in the text boxes, then click okay. The factors you enter will be saved until you change them. 

Once the tool is set up, you just click the button for the zoom factor you want, the zoom factor setting is changed, and the bar closes. I was thinking I should add a label showing the current zoom factor setting, but I don't really need it. If anyone thinks that would be valuable I could add it. 

I had a little trouble getting the tool to appear on one of my systems, in TC v7, but after reinstalling TCAD it worked fine. I have successfully tested the tool in TC v8 in Windows 2000 Pro, Windows XP Pro, Windows XP Home, and Windows ME. It should work fine in TC v7 as well. 

EDIT: Attached DLL was updated to ver. 1.0.0.1. Added label at top of bar to show current zoom factor. Made some other small changes to avoid potential problems. 

Attachments: ZoomFactor.dll (40 kb) 
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I updated the tool a little. I ended up adding a label as the top of the bar to show the current zoom factor, and made a few small changes to make it more bullet proof. 

New version (1.0.0.1) posted in first message in thread. 

